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which falls to below the waist, and is made of black
silk* It entirely hides the head and shoulders of
the wearer from behind* Its origin is obscure;
some say that it was first introduced during the
French occupation of the islands to prevent the
lewd and licentious soldiery from peering down into
the faces of the women ; others that during the
time the French stayed not a virgin was left upon the
islands, and the women adopted this form of head-
gear as a sign of mourning for their lost chastity*
Whatever the reason for its inception* the faldetta
is quaint* and it is a pity that the wearing of it is
slowly dying out*
In a side-turning off Strada Meccanti* and facing
St* John's Cathedral* there is a large hook let into
the wall of a house* Its use had something to do
with the cathedral* so it is said* But legend has it
that any naval cadet or sub-lieutenant who can
squeeze his slim body through it is bound to rise to
high rank* Nelson is said to have done it*
St* John's co-cathedral cannot be called im-
pressive from the exterior* but there is a good
reason for this* When it was designed the Knights
of Malta cleverly managed to combine something
that was half-fortress and half-church, and this
can at once be seen when it is pointed out* The
interior does not impress me* but a photograph in
this book will give a good idea of the decoration,